


Background ςFish Management Agreement

ÅDeed 10/30/66:Nicholas Co. Dev. Corp. & Com. of Kentucky.
Å¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǎ άǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ [ŀƪŜ /ŀǊƴƛŎƻέ ŀƴŘ άŀ ǎǘǊƛǇ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ 
ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛƳǇƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƳ ŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ мллΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŜǊƳŜŀƴǘ Ǉƻƻƭ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ǘƻ b/5/ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƻǊǎΦ
ÅPermeant pool elevation is roughly 900 mean feet above sea level.

ÅEssentially ± 180 acres.
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ÅTo convey this deed NCDC agrees to:
1. Give KDFWR sole responsibility for regulation and policing of fishing, water safety and 

conservation .

2. To hold KDFWR free from claims, demands, damages actions, costs and charges.
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ÅThis deed does not prohibit NCDC from operating on the lake (examples: 
docks, boating, swimming, stores or concessions and other commercial 
activities.)
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This portion gives us the authority to 
άaŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎέΦ

We manage through 3 activities:
1. Sampling

2. Regulations
3. Stockings 



ÅAnnual sampling done from 1977 to 
Present 
ÅIn 2013 change to to bi-annual.

ÅLargemouth bass and sunfish population 
assessments.

ÅChannel Catfish monitoring.

ÅGeneralized fish population checks.

Fish Management: Part 1: Sampling
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ÅBass Work
Å{ƛƴŎŜ нллп ǊŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άCŀƛǊέ [a. 

Fishery.

ÅLower recruitment = Low numbers of big 
fish

Fish Management: Part 1: Sampling
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ÅSunfish Work
Å{ƛƴŎŜ нлло ƭŀƪŜ ǊŀƴƪŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άCŀƛǊέ .D 

fishery.

ÅIssue is lower numbers overall and slow 
growth.

Fish Management: Part 1: Sampling

/ŀǘŎƘ wŀǘŜǎ җ сΦлέ .D
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ÅCrappie in Small Impoundments
Å²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ŎǊŀǇǇƛŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƭŀƪŜǎ

ÅWHY?!?

1. Crappie have high reproduction rates

2. Lower harvest and lack of predators cause 
stunting by slowing growth

ÅCarnico classic example: a few good fish but 
generally it is a smaller, stunted population.

Fish Management: Part 1: Sampling



Åн ά{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ƻƴ [ŀƪŜ /ŀǊƴƛŎƻ

1. мрέ a{[ ƻƴ [a.
ÅDone to protect the fish to get to a good 

spawning size

2. 15 Fish Creel on Sunfish (New in 2019)
ÅBeing done just to protect the fish due to 

the limited number observed in samples.

ÅNeither of these regulations would be possible 
or enforceable with the Fish Management 
Agreement.

Fish Management: Part 2: Regulations



ÅIn the last 10 years KDFWR has stocked 
nearly 50,000 fish into Lake Carnico.
ÅChannel Catfish: Even year stocking

ÅLargemouth Bass: annually since 2015

ÅSaugeye: New stocking (more to follow)

ÅBG & RE: Stocked in 2015 and again in 2018

ÅGrass Carp: stocked in 2016 and 2018

ÅEstimated cost from a private dealer for 
these same fish (if you could get them) = 
$10,000 a year.  
ÅGrass Carp alone are a $2,500 stocking plus 

delivery.

Fish Management: Part 3: Stocking



ÅChannel Catfish would not exist in the lake 
without stockings.

ÅBass stockings are done to combat the poor 
recruitment our sampling shows.

ÅBG/RE stockings are done to combat the 
overall lower numbers.

ÅAll stockings are done based on results and 
because of our sampling and monitoring of 
the lake.

Fish Management: Part 3: Stocking



ÅSaugeye Stockings are being done to help 
with stunting of crappie populations.

ÅStudies have shown benefits to crappie 
populations thought stockings:

1. Increase in numbers of quality and preferred 
fish.

2. Increases in growth rates

3. Increases in angler harvest size

4. Increase in percentage of big fish caught by 
anglers

5. Increases in weights of fish.

Fish Management: Part 3: Stocking
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NOT TO MENTION THE ADDED 
BENEFIT OF A UNIQUE AND EXCELLENT 

FISHERY

Saugeye are a cross between walleye 
and sauger some of the best eating fish 
around and they grow to tremendous 

size!



Fish Management: Part 2: Stocking



ÅGrass Carp Stockings
ÅIt is a common misconception that grass carp eat 

all vegetation.
ÅOnly actually control underwater forms of vegetation  

ÅShoreline vegetation and algae are not controlled by 
stockings

ÅStockings are being done in stages
ÅProlongs their usefulness

ÅOlder fish not successful in control

Å²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǿƛǇŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ

Fish Management: Part 3: Stocking
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ÅIt is a common misconception that grass carp eat 

all vegetation.
ÅOnly actually control underwater forms of vegetation  

ÅShoreline vegetation and algae are not controlled by 
vegetation

ÅStockings are being done in stages
ÅProlongs their usefulness

ÅOlder fish not successful in control

Å²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǿƛǇŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ

Fish Management: Part 2: Stocking


